Thiamylal Plus Pentazocine Shows Similar Efficacy as Ketamine Plus Midazolam for Painful Procedures in Children With Leukemia.
This retrospective study compared the use of thiamylal plus pentazocine (TP) to ketamine plus midazolam (KM) in children with leukemia who were undergoing bone marrow aspiration and/or intrathecal chemotherapy. A total of 268 procedures in 35 children with leukemia were retrospectively analyzed for efficacy and adverse events. All procedures were successfully completed without severe adverse events. TP induced significantly faster sedation. The incidents of desaturation were significantly greater in the TP group, but were transient and recovered by oxygen supplementation alone. Therefore, TP can be a useful combination with a similar efficacy as KM for painful procedures in children.